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1 PROJECT  OVERVIEW 



1. Project Overview
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Golden State Specific Plan creates a long-

term vision for the area supported by 

policies, permitted land uses, development 

and design standards, and mobility and 

infrastructure plans.

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will

analyze potential environmental impacts of 

plan recommendations and provide 

mitigations

• The Golden State Specific Plan Area 

is an approximately 643-acre area 

located adjacent to the Hollywood 

Burbank Airport, and generally 

bounded by Cohasset Street to the 

north, Buena Vista Street to the east, 

Pacific Avenue to the south and Valley 

Street to the west.

• The Golden State Specific Plan is 

aiming to create a long-term vision for 

the area supported by policies, 

permitted land uses, development and 

design standards, and mobility and 

infrastructure plans.

• The Environmental Impact Report 

(EIR) will analyze potential 

environmental impacts of plan 

recommendations and provide 

mitigations



1. Project Overview
The objectives for the virtual community workshop #2 

and EIR scoping meeting were to:

• Re-engage community and stakeholders through 

providing an update of project and timeline, work to 

date and previous community outreach

• Provide opportunity for the community / stakeholders 

to review draft vision, principles, and land use concepts

• Outline the next steps towards completing the specific 

plan, high speed rail station area plan, and EIR, including 

the next and final community workshop #3

• Conduct EIR scoping meeting and fulfill all CEQA 

requirements

This workshop summary documents the webinar which 

included a presentation, Q&A, breakout sessions led by 

facilitators, and the EIR Scoping Meeting. A summary of 

the major themes of discussion from the breakout sessions 

are included.



1. Process and Timeline

Winter 2016-

Summer 2018

• Research + 

Analysis

• Community 

Workshop #1 

• Stakeholder 

Meetings

Spring – Fall 2020

• Land Use 

Alternatives

• Transportation 

Analysis

Adopt Specific 

Plan and certify 

Final EIR

Fall 2021

Public Review 

Draft Specific 

Plan and EIR

Spring 2021

Community 

Workshop #2 and 

Environmental 

Impact Report 

Scoping Meeting

Summer 2020

Virtual Workshop #2 and 

EIR Scoping Meeting



2 WORKSHOP  NOTICES



2. Workshop Notices

Notices for the virtual community workshop #2 and EIR scoping meeting 

were disseminated via multiple media, as described in this section. 

DIRECT MAIL
A postal mailer (shown at right) was distributed on August 10, 2020 to a 

total of 2,200 mailing addresses. Mailers were addressed to all property 

owners, businesses and residents within the boundary of the Golden State 

Specific Plan Area.

EMAIL
The City of Burbank emailed an electronic meeting notices on August 12 

and 18, 2020 to the email addresses in the City’s e-notifying mailing list.

SOCIAL MEDIA
The City of Burbank promoted the virtual community workshop on the City’s 

Facebook and Instagram on August 19, 2020.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT
A newspaper advertisement was placed in the LA Times on August 12, 2020



2. Workshop Notices
WEBSITE
Information about the virtual community workshop #2 

and EIR scoping meeting was posted to the project’s 

website: www.goldenstatedistrict.com. The City cross-

linked to the website on its homepage. The website 

provided the pertinent information about the date, time, 

address, and purpose of the community workshop.

The website continues to be used as part of the outreach 

process as an communication tool to:

- Provide periodic project updates

- Advertise upcoming outreach events

- Post project working documents

- Collect comments from the public throughout the 

planning process, including online questionnaires.

http://www.goldenstatedistrict.com/


3 WORKSHOP  FORMAT



1. Workshop Format
DATE AND LOCATION
The community workshop was held virtual on Wednesday, 

August 26 from 6:00-8:00pm as a Zoom webinar to 

ensure the health and safety of all participants given COVID-

19 public health restrictions on in-person gatherings. 

MEETING FORMAT
The webinar agenda was as follows:

• Presentation (6:05 – 6:35 p.m.)

• Introduction + Overview

• Existing Conditions + Planning Considerations

• Outreach Efforts

• Specific Plan Draft Vision + Principles

• Draft Concepts

• Breakout Sessions + Report Back (6:35 – 7:25 p.m.)

• Q&A Session (7:25 – 7:35 p.m.)

• Next Steps (7:35-7:40 p.m.)

• EIR Scoping Meeting + Q&A Session (7:40 – 8:00 p.m.)
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4 SUMMARY OF INPUT



4. Breakout Sessions Summary of Input
BREAKOUT SESSIONS SUMMARY

Identical breakout sessions led by City of Burbank staff 

and consultants were held to encourage small group 

discussions focused on (1) Draft Vision & Principles and 

(2) Draft Land Use Alternatives. High-level summaries of 

each breakout session group are highlighted below, 

which were shared with the larger group after 30-

minute breakout sessions.

Group 1 (Facilitator: Fred Ramirez, City of Burbank)

• Housing is expensive; Burbank needs more housing 

that is affordable to all income levels, especially lower 

income households.

• Golden State Specific Plan should be consistent with 

Housing Element/Update.

• ADA access throughout the Specific Plan is key.

• More public amenities are needed, such as safe bike 

lanes and wider sidewalks



4. Breakout Sessions Summary of Input
Group 1 (Facilitator: Fred Ramirez, City of Burbank) 

continued

• Burbank bus circulator and more robust public transit 

throughout the Plan Area are important.

• Mixed-use residential is appealing and generally visually 

attractive and well developed.

• The higher the density the better, to provide enhanced 

foot traffic and future patrons for new service commercial 

uses in the Plan Area, including restaurants.

• Concern with any building 6-stories and over.

• Concern with new restaurants in the Specific Plan 

competing with restaurants in Downtown Burbank.

• Concern with high rise structures in relation to impacts to 

views of the mountains.

• Agreement that both Alternatives are a good fit; 

Alternative 1 is a good first step with interest in 

potentially phasing in increased housing over time 

associated with Alternative 2.



4. Breakout Sessions Summary of Input
Group 2 (Facilitator: Daniel Villa, City of Burbank)

• General agreement with the vision and guiding 

principles. 

• In the guiding principles, “Building Neighborhoods” 

should be defined as it’s really general.

• Housing is unaffordable, we need additional affordable 

housing. 

• Golden State Specific Plan can result in environmental 

impacts, the City needs to understand whether this will 

create additional traffic, result in additional noise and 

reduced air quality, etc.

• Existing residential neighborhoods need to be 

protected – this can impact existing residents.

• We need to improve our multi-modal connections, by 

focusing these on the areas where we envision higher 

density.

• The presented land use alternatives make sense, given 

that they plan for higher density/intensity away from 

single family and adjacent to transit and airport. 

• ADA access through the specific plan is important.



4. Breakout Sessions Summary of Input
Group 3 (Facilitator: Gaurav Srivastava, Dudek)

• General appreciation of the intent and approach of 

the vision statement and principles. 

• Overall positive association with the vision’s 

emphasis on improving all modes of travel and 

additional housing.

• Some participants would have preferred more 

focused language on improving travel options and 

connectivity within the district (especially for 

pedestrians).

• Arrival experience aspect of the vision and principles 

should be strengthened.

• Currently arriving at the Metrolink station or at 

the Airport places you in a nondescript 

industrial area, which is an “eyesore”. This is not 

be the ideal way to “introduce Burbank”. 

Thought should be given to making this 

experience more urban with arrival plazas.



4. Breakout Sessions Summary of Input
Group 3 (Facilitator: Susan Ambrosini, AECOM)

• Approval of the term “hub” within the draft vision 

and guiding Principles because it feels like a fun, 

young community.

• Some participants resonated with the “better front 

door” portion of the guiding principles, as well as 

the “elevated sense of arrival” portion.

• Some participants thought the term “preservation” 

was related to the importance of preserving old 

buildings.

• Desire to see a variety of uses in the district, more of 

a city feel.

• Importance of having the ability to walk around the 

neighborhood and more amenities strengthened 

given COVID-19.

• No strong opinion between Alternatives 1 and 2

• Agreement with conversion of industrial to housing.



Key Themes from Webinar + Online Questionnaire

Key themes across the webinar and online questionnaire will be included here 

once the online questionnaire has been closed on November 2, 2020.




